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New virtual platform shows students the
science behind everyday objects
March 3, 2021

What makes bread rise? Why does hand sanitizer keep you from getting sick? How
does a microwave oven heat your food? These are just a few of the concepts covered
in the new virtual learning platform, See the Science, unveiled in celebration of
International Women and Girls in Science Day, February 11, 2021.

“I want our Laboratory’s education-outreach projects to inspire all students, and
particularly girls in New Mexico,” said Laboratory Director Thom Mason. “That’s why
I congratulate our See the Science partners, especially Laboratory scientist Harshini
Mukundan, an American Association for the the Advancement of Science (AAAS)
If/Then Ambassador who has spent the last year inspiring young women to pursue
science through initiatives like this.”

See the Science targets upper elementary and middle-school students—the age at
which students, particularly girls, get intimidated—or inspired—by classes in science,
technology, engineering, and math. Materials will also emphasize the scientific
contributions of women.

“Not only is See the Science fun and accessible, projects like this one can be key to
developing a stronger, more diverse scientific community in the future,” said Mukundan.

 

In 2018, Harshini Mukundan’s team at Los Alamos National Laboratory won an R&D
Magazine’s R&D 100 Award for their Universal Bacterial Sensor, a diagnostic tool for
doctors that can detect any and all infections in minutes. It could be a public-health
game-changer in the world’s resource-poor regions. Mukundan is also an AAAS If/
Then Ambassador, a high-profile role model for young women and girls, and a visionary
behind See the Science.

See the Science is the vision of Harshini Mukundan, Bradbury Science Museum
Director Linda Deck, Bradbury Science Museum Association President Jennifer Cline,
and past-president Ryn Herrmann. It is made possible with the support of Lyda Hill
Philanthropies as part of the AAAS If/Then Ambassadors program and the Bradbury
Science Museum Association. See the Science is expected to be available later in
March 2021 at www.lanl.gov/museum.
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